
Farewell to a Dear Sister 

T he next regular 
membership 

meeting will be at the 
home of Dana Perilloux, 
17956 River Road, 
Montz, LA.  

The theme for the 
meeting is Carnival 
Celebration Time! Our 
guest presenter will be 
Kasha Cantillo from 

Roatan, Honduras.  

According to Dana, 
Kasha will be “sharing 
and demonstrating her 
homemade island 
creations… such as 
macramé! We will all 
create a form of textile 
product using her knotting 
techniques.” 

This is definitely a unique 
opportunity to try your 
hand at something new 
and to learn  from an 
expert.  

Thank you, Dana, for 
hosting an Upsilon 
meeting in your lovely 
home.  See everyone 
there! 

Membership Meeting, February 23rd, 10AM,  
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January 2019 
By Loretta Brehm 

A fter a lifetime of 
service to others and 

providing quality 
education and caring to 
the children in the schools 
of New Orleans, Christel 
Reuther Robbins departed 
this world on December 
23, 2018, to receive her 
heavenly rewards. She 
was the daughter of 
George “Fritz” Reuther 
and Maria Keltornich 
Reuther, and is survived 
by her sister, Liesel, 
Reuther. 

Born in New Orleans on 
November 1, All Saints’ 
Day, in 1931, she grew up 
in Gentilly, enjoyed living 
most of her adult life in 
the French Quarter, and in 
recent years resided on 
Esplanade Avenue, 
overlooking Bayou 
St. John.  

She graduated from 

Ursuline Academy, and 
received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Education 
from Ursuline College, 
and upon completion, 
began a lifetime of 
service to the children of 
the City of New Orleans. 

Her determination and 
tenacity to nurture young 
minds, positively affect 
and shape the lives of her 
students was achieved 
through her devotion. 
Realizing that many of 
her problemed, and 
disadvantaged students 
needed more than the 
knowledge contained in 
textbooks, she oftentimes 
on her own, provided 
them with food, new 
clothing, and even 
laundering their clothing 
in order for them to 
develop positive self 
esteem, participate 
actively, and be 
encouraged to achieve.  

After receiving her 
Masters of Education 
degree+ 30 graduate 
hours in Educational 
Administration and 
Supervision from Loyola, 
she was appointed 
principal and was the 
educational leader of 
Andrew Jackson 
Elementary School for 
over 20 years. During her 
tenure there she also 
mentored many teachers 
by promoting their 

(Continued on page 2) 



instructions to make arrangements for 
your pin to be returned to the chapter 
by storing it with a note with the 
following wording: 

To my family/friends - This is my 
Delta Kappa Gamma keypin. I have 
worn it with pride since my initiation. 
When I can no longer wear it, please 
return it to: 

 

 

 

Upsilon Chapter 

President,  
Monica Wertz 
220 Fort Jackson Street  
Belle Chasse, LA   
70037-2512 

504-393-9324 
mwertz@ppsb.org 

O ne of the things that connects us 
as members of the Society is the 

honor of wearing the Delta Kappa 
Gamma keypin.   

As members, we are Key Women 
Educators and the keypin represents us 
and forms a link to our Society sisters 
of the past and into the future.   

A nice tradition that has arisen is the 
custom of passing the pin on to the next 
generation when we can no longer wear 
ours. Therefore, be sure to leave 

professional and personal growth, and 
served as a role model, enabling them 
to achieve excellence in education for 
their students.  

Through her efforts as a lifetime 
member of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International, a professional 
organization of key women educators 
in 17 countries, she has impacted 
education world-wide for almost 60 
years. She held positions of great 
influence on all levels. She served on 
the International Administrative Board, 
was a member of, and chaired several 
international committees.  In 1987, she 
was awarded the Society’s prestigious 
Golden Gift at the University of Texas 
in Austin. As Chairman of the 
International Convention held in New 
Orleans in 1990, she hosted teachers 
from all over the world as she shared 
her love for this city and education. In 
2007 she repeated her success as she 

(Continued from page 1) served ex-officio as Co- Chairman of 
the Southeast Regional Conference of 
the Society. 

In Epsilon (Louisiana) State, Christel 
chaired and served on many 
committees, and was state president 
from 1987 to 1989. In recognition of 
her many accomplishments and 
excellence in leadership, she was 
presented the Epsilon State 
Achievement Award, the highest award 
given, and later was presented the 
Order of the Magnolia, noting her long-
standing dedication and excellent 
leadership. 

Until the time of her death, she was an 
active and valued member on all levels 
of the Society, particularly in Upsilon 
Chapter, her home chapter. 

After her retirement, Christel served 
her community in many ways. She 
became a licensed city tour guide, and 
volunteered in civic endeavors, non-
profits, St. Louis Cathedral, and 

delivered meals for Lazarus House. 

Christel embodied all what it means to 
be a true New Orleanian and dedicated 
educator. Her zest for life was evident 
in her smile, and always enjoyed a 
good laugh. Christmas, Mardi Gras, 
and Saints’ seasons were her favorite. 
Her kindness, graciousness, intellect, 
creativity, love of travel and reading, 
along with her authentic concern for 
others will be lasting memories and 
truly missed by those who knew and 
loved her. 

She was faithful to the Catholic 
religion and was a parishioner of St. 
Louis Cathedral for many years and 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary until her 
death. Her memories will live on in the 
lives of her many friends, former 
tudents, and colleagues. Christel 
impacted their lives and was always 
willing to do everything she could to 
help anyone, especially her students.   

of us remember listening to the show 
on the radio or watching it on TV when 
the chosen woman was showered with 

gifts.” 

So far, we have the 
basket but really 
could use a tiara, so if 
anyone has one that 
they could donate for 

T he theme for this year’s chapter 
theme basket to be awarded at the 

State Convention in March is Anything 
Goes When You’re Queen for a Day. 

Our Theme Basket Committee, Martha 
Toth and Johnny Rae Hurlbut, decided 
on this theme because it would allow 
lots of opportunities for a wide variety 
of donations. Johnny Rae says, “Most 

the basket, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  

If you are able, please bring 
something for the basket to the 
February meeting.  
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Member Pin Protocol 

Fairwell to a Dear Sister (continued) 

Chapter Theme Basket 

U PSILON U PDA TE  



V OLU ME  XXI,  I SSU E 1  

By Larry Beane (guest writer) 

T he letter Upsilon has an interesting 
history.  It is both a time-traveler 

and a jet-setter. 

Upsilon is the 20th letter of the Greek 

alphabet, and is descended from the 

ancient Hebrew letter “vav” (“waw”), 

which looks like a hook )ו(. From 

Hebrew, it made its way through the 

Aramaic dialect (spoken by Jesus), 

through the seafaring Phoenicians, and 

then on to the Greeks. 

The letter’s name “U-psilon” (ύ-ψιλον) 

means “simple U.”  But don’t let the 

name fool you.  It’s only “simple” to 

distinguish it from another similar 

sound in Greek.  It used to be 

pronounced like the French “u” or the 

German “ü” – which isn’t so simple for 

us English-speakers! 

Latin brought Upsilon from Greek into 

their own alphabet.  The Roman 

Emperor Claudius proposed a new 

letter to make the 

sound of the “sonus 

medius” (a “a short 

vowel before labial 

consonants” – see, I 

told you it wasn’t so 

simple!), and the 

Romans adopted 

Upsilon as their very 

own.  And since we 

still use the Latin alphabet today in the 

English language, Upsilon’s rich legacy 

lives on with us.  In fact, four letters – 

nearly one sixth of our alphabet – are 

the children of Upsilon: V, Y, U, and 

W. Moreover, the Russian letter Izhitsa 

(Ѵ) from the Cyrillic alphabet is also a 

daughter of Upsilon!  

And so, as Paul 

Harvey used to say, 

“Now you know 

the rest of the 

story!” 

involved in.  

The FB page is a great way to keep up-
to-date with chapter activities. If you 
should have to miss a meeting, you can 
still participate vicariously, check out 
the pictures, and add a comment. This 
will enable you to stay in touch with, 
and facilitate communication between, 
chapter members.  

The page also acts as an archive of 
photos. Please take pictures while at 

U psilon Chapter has a wonderful 
and timely Facebook presence. 

Judy Rongey is the administrator of the 
page and is diligent in posting pictures 
and updates of all the interesting 
activities that Upsilon members are 

meetings and send them to Judy so that 
she can post some of them.  

As modern educators, it’s important to 
keep up with current technology and 
use it to our best advantage. This is 
especially important in attracting new 
and younger members.  

Be sure to “Like” and follow our page 
and check back often. 
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Upsilon Chapter Facebook Page 

What Does Upsilon Even Mean? 

President’s Message - Walk With Me 

Our goal was to collect as many socks 
as we could and distribute them to 
Bridge House and Grace House.  These 
two residential facilities serve both 
adult men and women of all ages. 

The Director confirmed that socks are 
needed, and that supplies are 
continuously low.   

The response was overwhelming!   

Members generously brought a large 
number of socks to our District 
meeting.  In addition, an anonymous 
business owner in North Carolina was 
incredibly generous and donated an 
extraordinary amount of socks for this 

project. 

The response was so overwhelming 
that we donated socks to area food 
banks as well.  We had positive media 
coverage in the Plaquemines Gazette 
and the New Orleans Advocate. 

The project came to a successful end in 
December, just as the temperatures 
began to drop.   

Just think of how many people are 
walking each day with us!  Thank you 
so much for participating in this 
project! 

 

B ased on my own observations in 
working with the homeless, and 

after researching the unmet needs of 
this community, it became clear to me 
that socks are a universal need of this 
population.  

Unfortunately, socks are often 
overlooked, and I came to realize just 
how precious and appreciated socks are 
to homeless people.  And so I decided 
to make this a project for our Chapter.  
To show our compassion and unity 
with people who are often the forgotten 
ones, I chose the name “Walk With 
Me,” and proposed it as an initiative. 



The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International  

Purposes 
 
1. To unite women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual 

fellowship 

2. To honor women who have given or who evidence a potential for 
distinctive service in any field of education 

3. To advance the professional interest and position of women in 
education 

4. To initiate, endorse, and support desirable legislation or other 
suitable endeavors in the interest  of education and women 
educators. 

5. To endow scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in 
pursuing graduate study and to grant fellowships to non-member 
women educators 

6. To stimulate the personal and professional growth of members 
and to encourage their participation in appropriate growths of 
action 

7. To inform members of current economic, social, political, and 
educational issues so that they may participate effectively in a 
world society  

W e all get so busy that it’s easy to let important dates slip through the cracks if we don’t write them 
down in our calendar right away.  

So to make sure that we don’t miss any wonderful opportunities to get 
together with our sisters at any upcoming events, be sure to mark these dates. 

 

February 23, 10am, Montz, LA - chapter meeting 

March 15-17, Vidalia, LA - Epsilon State Convention 

April 2019, Harvey, LA - CGNOAC Initiation and Founders’ Luncheon 

May 11,  10am, St. Bernard Parish, LA - chapter meeting 

June 27-29, Ashville, NC - Southeast Regional Conference 

July 2020, Philadelphia, PA - DKG International Convention 

 

Save These Dates! 

Monica Wertz, Chapter President 

220 Fort Jackson Street  

Belle Chasse, LA   70037-2512 

504-393-9324 

mwertz@ppsb.org 

UPSILON UPDAT E  

Mission Statement 
The Delta Kappa Society 

International promotes  professional 

and personal growth of women 

educators and excellence in 

education. 

Grace Beane, Editor 

621 4th Street 

Gretna, LA   70053-5925 

504-450-2034 

gracebeane@gmail.com 


